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I hope you all had a good summer; we did, apart from extensively using the facilities of the
NHS!
Val’s new left knee, was settling down after the operation in December, but April brought her
an ‘Acute Angle Closure Glaucoma‘, in her left eye. It occurred without warning, causing the
pressure in the eye to rapidly escalate, bringing extreme pain and blindness. Emergency laser
treatment did not work effectively, and after 2 days in hospital, a cataract removal operation
was performed. However, the increased eye pressure caused damage to the optic nerve and
cornea. A new artificial lens was not put in at this stage and she remains blind in that eye
Another cataract operation was performed in August, to prevent the same thing happening to
her right eye. She now awaits further surgery to replace the cornea in the left eye and then to
have an artificial lens inserted at a later date. Hopefully, she will regain some sight in the left
eye.
In-between, she has had her right knee replaced and is now awaiting a new hip or two!
On the home front, the bath developed a crack, so just a simple job to replace the bath, or so I
thought! The local DIY store was offering 20% off on bathroom purchases of £350 or more.
A complete new suite was £349.99!! But a suite with rounded shower bath, and a curved
glass shower screen, was £499.99, so with the discount it was only £399.98 – a bargain!
That’s where the fun started. They didn’t have the shower screen and the bath panel was
broken, but they would be in on Monday (well the screen was). The bath panel had to be
sourced from another store and then a refund was give form the local store. The bath, once
the cardboard protection was removed, was found to have not been as well protected as it
should have, cracked along the top edge. Back for a replacement!
While the bathroom was empty, it was an opportunity to install ducting under the bathroom
floor for the kitchen cooker hood. The DIY store sold a ducting kit that would do the job for
most installations, but not mine. I needed some extra 90 degree bends, to utilise an existing
vent hole in the outside wall. Did they sell them? – Of course not. No local suppliers had
them either, but one in South London did and they were posted out to me.
The installation went well from then on, but the top edge of the bath was not flat, being high
in the middle, so water now gathers in the top corner.

pay for!
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As always, you get what you

Correspondence & Contact

I had a long chat with Keith Rich, still living in Downham Market. Keith is well and active. I
said I’d call in, if we get up to Norfolk
I met with John Reynolds and his wife Hilda, at the National Trust’s Tredegar House in
Newport. http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/tredegar-house . Hilda was about to attend the
conference of the Townswomen’s Guild which was being held in Cardiff the next day.
We had a good chinwag and a nice cuppa. A bit like being back in Studd Street really!
Studd Street News

It has taken over ten years since the original site was acquired, but at last it is
underway. Likely to take two years to build and to be named Islington Square, it is
going to cost about £370,000,000 and be built on, what they call, the site of the Royal
Mail Post Office & sorting office. Royal Mail will relocate to Eagle Wharf Road, by
the Regent’s Canal.
It is hoped to become a landmark retail and leisure destination. Along with shops and
leisure facilities, the development will also contain 356 flats. Studio flats will be
priced from £550,000 and penthouses will cost around £3.5 million.
We were sitting on a gold mine all those years!
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http://colliersip.com/uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/islington_square_brochure.pdf

The History of Tufnol
One way or another, we will have encountered Tufnol during our days in the Section.
I came across ‘The History of Tufnol’ while surfing the net recently and found this
article to be very interesting. (I’ve just been given a quizzical look by Val !)
The owner of the website has kindly given permission for me to reproduce some of it
here. Many thanks.

What is TUFNOL?
TUFNOL is a proprietary brand of laminated plastic material. It has been made in
Birmingham, England since the mid-1920s and is one of the pioneering types of resin
bonded plastic materials used for engineering components.
Many people know of laminates as hard, thin sheet materials used for kitchen
worktops, flooring and the like. These are 'decorative laminates'. TUFNOL is an
'industrial laminate'. It does not have a specially coloured or patterned surface layer
but it is made in big chunks as well as thin sheets, and these are used to make
components for machinery and industrial purposes. It is usually brown to white in
colour, depending on the grade, and can be made in solid sheets up to 225mm (9
inches) in thickness, and also in round rods and tubes.
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TUFNOL laminates are made from layers of paper, cotton cloth or glass fibre cloth
which are dipped into a resin or varnish and then strongly bonded together under high
pressure in a hot press.
In manufacture, the cloth or paper is first impregnated by passing it through a bath of
liquid resin and the resin is then dried off. To make the final sheet of material, many
layers of this 'varnished' paper or cloth are placed between polished metal plates and
put into an industrial press. The layers are then heated up and a very high pressure is
applied to squash them together. As this happens, the resin melts and becomes gluey,
sticking the layers firmly together into one solid mass. Whilst still under the heat and
pressure, the resin then 'cures', that is, it undergoes a chemical change, becoming a
hard, solid material which can no longer be melted with heat. Round rods and tubes
can also be moulded from the impregnated material by rolling it into a cylindrical
shape and moulding it in a press.
Once cured in the press, this resin bonded material cannot melted to re-shape it, so
finished components are made by machining the TUFNOL, using ordinary machine
tools such as saws, drills, lathes, milling machines, etc. or, very commonly these days,
high-speed computer-controlled CNC machines.
TUFNOL is a non-metallic material with very useful properties. It is hard, rigid and
strong, light in weight (about a fifth of the weight of steel and half the weight of
aluminium). It is a good electrical insulator, some grades extremely good, and is also
resistant to long-term immersion in water. It is exceptionally resistant to weathering,
much more so than most other plastics, and it has been used for components in
outdoor and marine environments for many decades without corroding or degrading.
Some grades are very resistant to wear in applications involving friction, and can be
lubricated with water as well as oil or other conventional lubricants. This makes them
extremely useful in marine applications.
By using different varieties of resin with various types of cloth or paper, many
different grades of TUFNOL can be produced. These can be divided into three main
types:-,
- grades made from layers of paper - known as SRBP, or 'synthetic resin bonded
paper'.
- grades made from layers of cotton cloth - known as SRBF, or 'synthetic resin
bonded fabric'
- grades made from layers of glass fibre cloth - the most common of which is epoxy
glass laminate.

Phenol formaldehyde resin.
Phenolic resin is made by reacting together two
chemicals, phenol and formaldehyde.

Phenol was originally obtained from coal tar and has the formula C6.H5.OH. There
are several similar and related chemicals, such as cresol, which are sometimes used
together with, or in place of phenol. The resulting resins are generally still called
'phenolic resins'.
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Formaldehyde is a highly reactive chemical with the formula H.CHO. Pure
formaldehyde is a rather noxious gas with a pungent odour but it is commonly kept
and used as a solution in water. It is made by oxidising wood alcohol (methanol) or
ethylene in the presence of a metallic catalyst. In the past, formaldehyde solution
(formalin) was widely used as a disinfectant and for preserving biological specimens.

Phenolic Resin.
Under the right conditions of heat and pressure, formaldehyde
causes the larger phenol molecules to link together, forming a very large, 3dimensional molecular structure. This produces a hard, rigid resinous material with
very useful properties. In the reaction, the formaldehyde is destroyed and water is
produced.
Phenolic resin is usually brown in colour, due mainly to side reactions which take
place during manufacture. Several different types are made, by varying conditions
during manufacture and by using cresols or other products in the mix.
Over 3 million tonnes of phenolic resin are produced annually. In addition to
laminates, it is used to make insulation and moulding materials, for bonding wood,
and as a binder for items such as brake linings and grinding wheels.
More can be seen here : http://ahistoryoftufnol.org , but if any of you, who don’t have
access to the internet, would like to see more, just let me know and I’ll print off the
pages and post them out to you with the next issue of DG.
No longer with us.

During the phone call from Keith Rich, he informed me of the passing of Eddie
Campbell in June 2014. Eddie’s home was in Sidmouth, Devon.

Bill Sargeant
I was saddened to received this notice of Bill’s passing from his Son-in-Law
Les Knightson’s comment about my father-in-law ‘Bill Sarge’ was much appreciated by him
and the family and the well thumbed copy that I have in my hand now is proof as to how
often he looked at it when he had the odd moment.
Sadly, I have to report that William Arthur Sargeant - born November 22nd 1914 died last
Friday morning, March 14 2014 in the home that he and Sarah bought way back in late 1937.
He was very proud to be 99 not out and that throughout his very long retirement he
managed to retain maximum independence - albeit with regular visits from daughter Jane
and son John and his three times a day carer Michelle.
He loved the regular contact from old colleagues and the way in which Dave’s Gen kept him
in touch.
Thank you….
In memory of ‘Sarge’ here is a reprint of one of his ‘Willie’s Whimsies’ contributions from
1984
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From John Sutton : John’s Jottings
On the night of Tuesday / Wednesday 17 / 18th September at 2.17 am hackers sent a scam
email to everyone on my contacts list (495 addresses) using my Hotmail address which BT
provided for me but which I had never used. The first email they sent was clever in that
whilst it stated that I was in distress, it never asked for any financial support - this only
appeared if an addressee responded to the original email.
My first inkling that anything was amiss was at two minutes past six when I received a text
message on our house phone which caused it to beep twice and the screen to light up, the
combination of which woke me - it was from my daughter (an early bird) who had heard from
a concerned cousin in Australia (this is the same daughter who woke us at 5.30 am one
morning to let us know that Princess Diana had been killed (source a friend in Australia)).
The phone then rang again just after 7. 30 am and continues to do so at the time of writing 48
hours later as contacts get on line. I was grateful to everyone who rang - just in case…
My first action was to run a couple of scans with different software on my laptop - without
result - it was clean. I then contacted BT, since the scammers had deleted all my emails and
my contacts list, and after more than an hour, they had restored normal working to my email
account (having immediately changed my password - after the horse had bolted of course - I
should have done it long ago since it was easy meat for a scammer to hack) with the promise
that they should be able to restore both emails and contacts. The emails returned the next day
and I spent an uneasy twenty four hours until Friday morning when the contacts list was
restored. I had visions of trying to type in all my contacts - let alone having to obtain them all
- it’s a catch twenty two situation - I needed the email addresses to type them in, but I
couldn’t readily obtain them without the email address to start with!
Regarding passwords, advice is not to write them down. However, if they are used from your
pc which remains at home, the only problem would be if a burglar found them, and they are
not what he’s looking for. So my lesson from all this is that I will make my passwords
complicated (upper and lower case letters; numbers; special characters - the lot) but write
them down somewhere to hand.
John’s Jottings Extra
A letter addressed to me as secretary of the bowling club was the first information I had on
the NHS Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening Programme (AAA scan “mercifully” as it’s
known). This has been “rolled out” across Hertfordshire. The letter contained a letter and
pamphlet from the NHS regarding (AAA) [The walls of the aorta in the stomach become
weak, expand, burst, and you die] 4% of men between 65 and 74 have an AAA. Further
information is available on www.aaa.screening.nhs.uk. I phoned the number on the letter and
made an appointment for the scan which is available free for all men 65 and over. I have now
had my screening (all was normal). It took about 10 minutes during which time I lay on my
back and a sensor was rubbed over my stomach.
If your aorta has ballooned to 3 cm or more you will be monitored (3cm! that's about the size
of my garden hose) and if it gets to 5.5cm you will probably need an operation (5.5cm! that's
about half the size of a CD) - mine was one point something.
I do urge you to take up this opportunity if it becomes available in your area - if your aorta
ruptures there is usually only one outcome...
Otherwise I am in good health (apart from… well I won’t bore you with all the details of the
usual aches and pains of septuagenarians). Oh and they confirmed that it wasn’t twins!
PS I also received a personal letter. JS
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From Doug Fairhurst
New Book
“A London Trolleybus Experience” by Doug Fairhurst
Members of the Group will probably be familiar with my late brother’s interests in
trolleybuses. As a tribute to him I have put together, which is essentially, some reminiscences
and photos from the era of trolleybuses in London. The book was published in July and
contains about 160 photos and also a section about the bus tickets issued. Published by Irwell
Press it can be ordered through their web site www.irwellpress.co.uk or from any bookshop.
The ISBN No: 978-1-906919-67-0 Price £18.95
I am sure it will bring back many memories for you.
Happy reading … Doug Fairhurst
New Web Site (Railway times with a difference!)
Being a bit of a railway enthusiast I have always been keen to look out for best photo
opportunities and have used standard timetables whilst awaiting for the relevant train to pass.
The Internet has also been a major factor in looking out for ‘Specials’ where social media and
blogs keep the enthusiast informed of what is happening. A relatively new web site has
transformed the way enthusiasts can gather information. It is not just another timetable
reference but an interactive real time updating of train movements. It includes the times trains
pass through stations and includes passenger as well as freight operations. Try
www.realtimetrains.co.uk – Do a “Search” and then select the “Detailed” option. Follow the
instructions by entering the station name etc. I recently did a trip from London Euston to
Manchester and could see all the passing places, how early/late at each location; type of
locomotive; catering facilities and such like. A history of all train movements is also kept.
Hence if your train is late and you are considering claiming a fare refund then a printout from
this application may be of use as ‘proof’ of claim.
Happy searching … Doug Fairhurst
From Ian Torrence

Time marches on and before you know it, it is Christmas – I wonder what 2015 will
bring?
I am still fairly active, busy with odd jobs in the house and outside, but one day I
thought I would tackle my workroom that is cluttered with accumulated goods, papers
and piles of old magazines and such like.
Being a hoarder of magpie proportions, it did take time to make inroads and although
the room looked a bit more tidy, a good amount that I should have binned, went back
on the shelves!
Among the box files were many old issues of Club- Gen, from the 1960’s onwards.
I thought that you (that’s me John Tythe) would like to have a few of the early
newsletters, one of which relates to the summer of 1984with an obituary to Stan
Brede, who died in that year - Some 30 years ago!!!!
Yes, time flies by and there I sat, delving into the past Club Gens.
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It was good to remember past times and many members from the old Test Section
days. It all seems a different world back then! As I reminisced, I was transported
back to the various groups with folks I knew and worked with. Another name
appeared and that character was Bill Miles, ghosts from a past era, all in days before
personal computers, mobile phones, Skype, Facebook and Twitter.
Remembering Stan Brede, who did so much for the LTSSAC, along with other
activists, that perhaps you may wish to print the article about Stan? (See below)
The other photos and references to various other members and the LTSSAC shop will
be of interest I am sure.
To think that is 30 year s ago when I retired from the Test Section..
Thank you John for keeping up the Club Gen / Dave’s Gen tradition, I hope you are
keeping well.
All the best – Ian Torrance.
Stan Brede – John Tythe remembers
I remember Stan Brede well. Back in the mid 1970’s Stan asked me if he could cadge
a daily lift in to work, as he’d seen me drive past his bus stop each morning. He said
he would meet me just beyond the A10 / A406 Great Cambridge roundabout and we
agreed a time that he would have to be there by, as I had to drop off my wife & son at
the mother-in-law’s house in Barnsbury and time was of the essence.
The next morning, Stan was there and every other morning also, but each day he’d
arrive a few seconds later.
Seconds, stretched into minutes and they were minutes that I couldn’t spare. Journeys
were timed to perfection to avoid traffic build up. But pleas to be on time were just
met with affirmative lip service. The next day he would be late again, so a plan was
evolved, to wait until he appeared, strolling around the corner and then to drive off.
That worked a treat, he would be on time for the next few journeys, but would soon
revert to being late and I would repeat the drive off plan. This continued for months
until I ended the arrangement.
We nearly lost him one morning, as Stan would not wear a seat belt and as we took a
right hand turn into the Roundway Tottenham, the passenger door flew open and as
Stan used the door to brace himself for the turn, he went with the door!!!!
A quick grab of his raincoat arm, held him in the car until the corner was turned. Stan
re-closed the door and never said another word all the way to Studd Street!
Farmer Brede, as he was affectionately known on Group 5, lived to farm out more of
his work to others, while he went to do things ‘In the Shop’!
I learned a lot from Stan!
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December meeting 2014
The date of the Christmas meet up will be on Thursday 11th December, at the Wetherspoons
pub, the White Swan, in Upper Street, which is about 100 Yards from Highbury and Islington
Station, where you can meet with the like of these likely lads!

The White Swan is a open early for breakfast, so you can arrive then and stay all day. They
have reasonable food, cheap beer and plenty of room for us to circulate in. See you there!

Contact
If you have an e-mail account, or access to one, and would like to have Dave’s Gen by this
method, just mail back to davesgen@virginmedia.com with your email address & your name,
if it’s not obvious who you are from the account name.
You may send in copy, and also update and make changes to addresses and telephone
numbers, if you wish to, by sending to the same e-mail address.
Alternatively: My home address is: 17 Parkstone Avenue, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff CF3 5TY
Tel. 029 20 777 455 Work: 01443 878 878, although following tradition, I’m still quite
often, not at my bench!
Thanks for reading.
Please keep in touch, one way or another.
My best regards to you all.
John Tythe
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