Dave’s GEN
A link for members of the former London Test Section,
who were based on Studd Street
Re-published & more on www.ltssac.org

Plus add your own input on http://inspirebte.yuku.com/forums/65/LTSSAC

October 2011
Summer is over and we’re racing towards Christmas. At least there will be some decent programmes
on the telly again.
There have been meet ups at the White Swan, Islington and at the Greyhound, in Christchurch,
Newport, South Wales. I think that it’s nice for us to get together when we can, even if it’s just to
discuss our health and reminisce.
At the White Swan
March 2011 saw this lot!
Harry Vincent, Geoff Wigley, John Bloomfield, Ken Denny, Cliff Bourne, John Reynolds, Richard (Skids)
Skidmore, Brian Shillum, John Neill, Roger Glover, Doug Fairhurst - Dave Fairhurst's brother, Hedley
Warner and myself - John Tythe
Photos here: http://inspirebte.yuku.com/topic/476/LTSSAC-March-2011-the-White-Swan
June saw these:
Martin Waite, Steve Young, John Bloomfield, Doug Fairhurst, Ken Denny, Dave Eyre, John Neil, Geoff
Wigley Cliff Bourne, Headley Warner, Roger Glover, Stan Mitchell
In September these turned up:
Ken Denny, John Bloomfield, Geoff Wigley, Hedley Warner, Harry Vincent, Doug Fairhurst, John Neil,
John Reynolds, John Rogers, plus myself - John Tythe.
Photos here: http://inspirebte.yuku.com/topic/488/At-the-White-Swan-September2011#.Tp1p2ew5uSo
At the Greyhound
June the attendees were:
Dave Walton, Pete Perry, John Little, Clarys Donally, Ron Tattum, Derek Crane, & Stan Webb.
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Recognise this? I’ve tried to get up to date information from the architects, but had no response at
all. Bad form that! Still, if it gets finished, it will be nice to see the old place in use once more.

The Almeida Centre
Islington, London
The site, located in the heart of Islington, hidden behind the bustle of Upper Street and surrounded
by the residential conservation areas of Gibson and Milner Squares, was formerly the Post Office
North London sorting office, consisting of four elaborately embellished classical Edwardian red brick
buildings. It has a presence on Upper Street as a public Post Office in the baroque style.
The intention is to retain and adapt the existing structures as a mixed use development. The
residential component will contain market and affordable housing, serviced apartments and
livework units, whilst the commercial component will comprise B1 space, leisure and a retail mall and
the cultural component of theatre rehearsal space. The key element of the scheme is a new
pedestrian route from Upper Street, through the stone archways and the richly-moulded Edwardian
interior, via a floating glass-roofed internal garden into the retail mall from where it leads out into a
tree-lined boulevard with pavement cafés at the heart of the scheme.

2

How it may look when finished.
I recently went there, and took some photos, they can be seen here :
http://inspirebte.yuku.com/topic/490/Studd-Street-being-changed#.Tp1qFew5uSo
Here’s one to be going on with.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Correspondence
Bob Hurley wrote:
Hi John,
Long time no speak. I was sorry to hear of Dave’s' sad demise in your last issue and meant to write to
you then, but one or two things got in the way! I'm glad though that you have elected (or was he
pushed?) to take over the baton. I hope you are well.
I haven't been in contact before but much seems to have happened in the intervening years. I left BT
in '95 from Network Services being one of the last who were allowed to take redundancy from that
Division. Indeed I had to plead my case to my level 4. Sounds more dramatic than it really was since,
he was very amenable.
I tried my luck at a variety of ventures, out of boredom really, and settled on gardening and general
handy-man. It's amazing how much work is out there like that. Then I started working part time in
the workshops at the same school as my other half. Essentially, I was there to mend the kit that the
little darlings had managed to damage during the day!
It wasn't long before I had become indispensable. It was literally a case of "in the country of the blind,
the one eyed man is king"! I couldn't believe the lack of knowledge in the teachers I was working
with.
I left the school in '04 when we moved away from "the smoke" out to near Stansted. It's a strange
thing, but ever since I gave up gainful employment my body seems to be coming apart at the seams!
I've spent more time at hospitals in the last few years than in my whole life before. Nothing serious
but mostly inconvenient!
Enough of me; please add me to your email distribution and save the planet.
Best regards
Bob Hurley
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Paul Reid dropped me an email.
Hi John
Ancestry.co.uk has recently added the British Postal Service Appointment Books, 1737-1969, to its
records. The books "show the point when a person began working for the Post Office or started at a
new position within the Post Office. The books were kept from 1831 until 1969". The records can be
accessed at :
http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=1933
It's a pay-for service but searching is free. I've taken a look and didn't find myself there (I joined in
1961)! However I did find a few former colleagues.
Best regards
Paul Reid (LTS 1961-66)
(I had a look too, and didn’t find me either! JT)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------I had a missed call message from Arthur Monk, now aged 91. Sorry I wasn’t in Arthur, I was still at
work. I’d better add my work number to the contact list!
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Gerry Bhagat sent me these photos
Hi, have attached a couple of photos, I think I sent copies to Dave but his technology was not up to
printing quality reproductions. These were both taken at Bilton Way Post office Factory Enfield.
Names in the pyramid one are top to bottom.
Lou Lynch, Brian Bale, Jimmy Jupp, Tubby Isaacs, John Knight, myself Gerry Bhagat, Terry Clements,
John Robertson. John was the clerical assistant to the AE in charge of the group.

The names in the other one are:- Left to right. ?, Derek Oswald, Alan Cannon, Jimmy Jupp, Ted Nye,
Lou Lynch, and Brian Bale front. Thought you might be able to use them in the Gen.
All the best.
Gerry Bhagat.
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Pete Cleaver e-mailed
Hello John,
Very sorry to hear about Brian Phillips signing out. We had some good times and laughs together
covering the ‘Malmesbury rota’ back in the long hot summer of 1976.
I recall an event at the Kings Arms (where we used to stay at that time and for those that remember,
Pete and Ann the licencees are still alive and well in Devon, remaining in touch with xmas cards etc).
Anyway, one evening when we were dining, a lone young lady from Somerset, a relief shoe shop
manageress was also staying at the KA. We engaged her in respectable conversation, introducing
ourselves as working as scientists assisting the local Garden Nursery business at Hullavington. Our job
was to introduce scent into the carnations, which were abundant that year. (priced at a penny each.
as they couldn’t stop the things growing so fast in that hot summer). Next day we splashed out and
bought her a massive bunch of the carnations. We were all made up!
Regards
Peter Cleaver
Malcolm Chapman emailed.
Dear Dave’s Gen,
I worked in the clerical section from 1964 to the early 1970s as a young postman for a year then as a
CA in central file, then the general office and group 24. After promotion to CO, I went to the London
Materials Section, then back down to the general office before transferring to the city pay group.
One of your pictures shows me speaking on the telephone! I was a member of the tennis club and
used to play against Don Ledwith and Brian Conroy etc. and my wedding best man Peter Smith who
still works in PR in a hospital in Brentwood.
After promotion to EO, I helped design the new PARIS payroll system. I then transferred to East
London telephone area, and ended up in telephone accounts, disconnecting Kenny Ball and Frank
Lampard, senior, for not paying their telephone bills!
I resigned from BT in 1983, as I did not like the changeover to a private company, especially as my
HEO asked me to give him names of some of my staff who could be sacked once we went private....
and me as the CPSA branch chairman too!
I loved working at Studd Street and got on especially well with my colleagues in group 24 and the
London Materials Section. I still have pictures from those days including one of Pam Schroder giving
me an oil painting she had done for me. Lovely lady.
The sad news is I have contracted motor neurone disease, triggered by statins and high blood
pressure pills my GP put me on in 2009. USA websites warn of the danger of statins to some people.
Here are 5 pics from Studd Street
1. Me, standing outside rear entrance. 2. Pam Schroder, giving me an oil painting, which I still have.
3. London Materials Section 4. Me, sitting with Mr Walker, in London Materials Section general
office. 5. Hilda Hyams, my clerical assistant in the same office.
All the best
Malcolm Chapman
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Ian Torrance is responsible for these!!
Morris and his wife Esther went to the state fair every year, and every year Morris would say, 'Esther,
I'd like to ride in that helicopter.'
Esther always replied, 'I know Morris, but that helicopter ride is fifty dollars, and fifty dollars is fifty
dollars'
One year Esther and Morris went to the fair, and Morris said. 'Esther, I'm 85 years old. If I don't ride
that helicopter, I might never get another chance.'
To this, Esther replied, 'Morris that helicopter ride is fifty dollars, and fifty dollars is fifty dollars.'
The pilot overheard the couple and said, 'Folks I'll make you a deal. I'll take the both of you for a ride.
If you can stay quiet for the entire ride and don't say a word I won't charge you a penny! But if you
say one word, it's fifty dollars.'
Morris and Esther agreed and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of fancy manoeuvres, but not a
word was heard. He did his daredevil tricks over and over again, but still not a word.
When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris and said, 'By golly, I did everything I could to get you to
yell out, but you didn't. I'm impressed!'
Morris replied, 'Well, to tell you the truth, I almost said something when Esther fell out, but you
know, fifty dollars is fifty dollars!'

Murphy showed up at Mass one Sunday and the priest almost fainted when he saw him. Murphy had
never been seen in Church in his life.
After Mass, the priest caught up with Murphy and said, 'Murphy, I am so glad ya decided to come to
Mass, what made ya come?"
Murphy said, "I got to be honest with you Father, a while back, I misplaced me hat and I really, really
love that hat. I know that McGlynn had a hat just like me hat, and I knew that McGlynn comes to
Church every Sunday. I also knew that McGlynn had to take off his hat during Mass and figured he
would leave it in the back of Church. So, I was going to leave after Communion and steal McGlynn's
hat."
The priest said, "Well, Murphy, I notice that ya didn't steal McGlynn's hat. What changed your
mind?"
Murphy said, "Well, after I heard your sermon on the 10 Commandments, I decided that I didn't need
to steal McGlynn's hat after all."
The priest gave Murphy a big smile and said, "After I talked about Thou Shalt Not Steal' ya decided
you would rather do without the hat than burn in Hell, right?"
Murphy slowly shook his head and said, "No, Father, after ya talked about ‘Thou Shalt Not Commit
Adultery', I remembered where I left me hat.
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A nice hand written missive from Ron Cooper. Where’s Rose the typist when you need her?
Dear John,
Thanks for continuing the production of DAVE’S GEN. It’s great to receive it and read of “old”
colleagues. I thought that I may contribute the following, which may be of interest.
Let’s start with the eleven plus exam; the last one in 1939, which had a pass rate of 16%, and guess
what, I was one of those 16%. That led me to a place in Parmiter’s Grammar School at Bethnal Green.
That meant quite a walk to school from my home in Homerton. No parents with cars in those days!
However, war was declared, so evacuation form London began, and off I went with my mum and two
younger brothers to South Wales. Nobody wanted a woman with three boys, so being the eldest I
was farmed off on my own to a couple’s house, where I would cry myself to sleep at night.
We were billeted in a village called Dafen, just outside Llanelli, where I attended the village school.
One day, two well dressed gentlemen came into the class room and asked “Is there a Ronald Cooper
here?” so I put my hand up. They asked for me to come with them, up the road to their local
grammar school. I refused to go, I had had enough changes in the past few weeks. I wonder what my
future would have been if I had accepted? Anyway, this was the period known as the PHONEY WAR,
where nothing was happening blitz wise in London. So we all came home after several months.
Then, of course the bombings began and so did the evacuation again, but this time I was not going, so
at the appropriate time I locked myself in the lavatory, refusing to go. So I stayed at home with my
dad, while mum and my two brothers departed to somewhere in Norfolk.
After a period of time, once again my mum and two brothers returned home, so the five of us
endured the blitz, sleeping together in the Anderson shelter in the garden of our home at 38 Ballance
Road, Homerton. Then one night we spent the time at my grandfather’s home in their shelter for a
change. The next morning I walked home on my own, where I found Ballance road cordoned off and
guarded by a policeman, who asked me where I was going, I said that I lived just over there, so he let
me through, telling me to be careful. Number 38 had no front door, on entering the house, it had no
back either. Carefully going upstairs, there was my bed hanging out into space, where the back wall
had gone. From that point I just ran out and kept running until I met my family coming home.
My grandfather lived in Mayola Road, Clapton, and the house next door was owned by a widow, Mrs.
Pritty, who very kindly moved upstairs and let my family have the lower two floors, and that’s where I
lived, until I moved out as a married man to Hertfordshire in 1960.
Anyway, back to the earlier days when I left school in 1942 at the age of 14 and off to the Labour
Exchange to find a job. What did they offer me, a job at the local boot and shoe factory, in Mare
Street! I did not want that, so home I went, most disappointed. I wanted to be an engineer of some
sort, i.e. a toolmaker, as I was quite good at model making in my young teens, even though I say it
myself.
Mrs. Pritty, who lived upstairs in the house we rented, knew the managing director of a firm of
electrical instrument makers called Nalder Brothers & Thompson, in Dalston Lane.
(some info here (ed) www.gracesguide.co.uk/wiki/Nalder_Brothers_and_Thompson )
“I will have words with him”, she said. Hence I got a job as a Test Room Assistant, at a wage of 19
shillings (95p) a week. Ten bob to my mum and nine bob for me.
Having spent two years employed at Nalder Brothers, I was getting restless, wanting something else,
so a fellow worker said “Try the G.P.O., Len Shipman, who used to work here, got a job at a place
called Studd Street, and he has never looked back.” Hence, having got the address for the London
Test Section at Studd Street, I wrote applying for a job, and in October 1944 I received an application
form. Having completed the application form, I sent it off and was invited for an interview, which I
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passed and was offered a position of Y.2.Y.C. at a wage of 25 shillings, plus six shillings and six pence
war bonus for a 48 hour week.
I still have all the documents involved for this period of time, which includes permission from The
National Service Officer, to change my job, and those concerning a medical I had to have to become
an established civil servant, as we were then.
The interview statement said “Mr. Cooper is a confident type of lad of above average intelligence,
with a good knowledge of mathematics, magnetism and electricity.” I WAS IN! And the rest is history,
as they say.
On a more up to date note, I am still swimming three times a week, with Saturday morning training
with my Masters Swimming Club, on the occasions when I can rise from my bed at 6.15 a.m.
Again this year, I represented my club at Boreham Wood Pool on 24the June and once again collected
3 gold medals, which meant 24 points for my club, the Hartham Masters. I was slightly slower in the
breast stroke and front crawl than last year, but one second faster in the back stroke.
Still, not bad for an 83 year old!
P.S. Enclosed is something towards your costs of producing Dave’s Gen. I have always looked
forward to receiving it and used to send to Dave the same.
Kind regards
Ron Cooper

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------From Doug Fairhurst
th

The meet on Thursday 15 September coincided with the Autumn 2011 “Stampex”. Which was held
at the Business Design Centre, Islington at the other end of Upper Street, about a four bus stop ride
away. The show is opened from 10am to 6pm and what’s more it had free entry.
Stamps may not be everyone’s cup of tea but it is a fascinating place as there are not only dealer
stands (buying and selling stamps) but also display frames showing postal history of many topics. The
Royal Mail has a large stand where you can view and purchase all the latest products.
The building itself is of great interest situated in fashionable Islington, the Business Design Centre is
London’s most stylish venue, playing host to over 80 exhibitions and 250 conferences every year. It is
also the permanent home to over 100 businesses who occupy the offices & showrooms around the
perimeter of the centre on 3 floors.
Opened 20 years ago in 1986, and formerly the Royal Agricultural Hall, the building was rescued from
demolition in 1981 by entrepreneur Sam Morris and was fully restored and re-opened as the UK’s first
integrated trade, exhibition and conference complex. Today the BDC attracts in excess of half a
million visitors every year.
nd

st

Next time you post a letter (I always use 2 class as it appears to suffer no less of a delay than 1 !)
have a closer look at the stamp. Can you identify which one of probably 20 basic stamps it is? Do you
have the rare ‘C’ code or the common “T” code or the latest M11L type or even type 1 or 2 security
slits? Yes, you have all probably been discarding your old envelopes and junk mail not realising that
st
nd
some of those 1 or 2 class stamps are quite valuable and sought after by collectors!!
It’s quite a complex subject and would take an entire issue of “Dave’s Gen” to explain. In a nutshell let
me explain.
st

nd

Take any current 1 or 2 class definitive stamp (i.e. not a special issue pictorial stamp) and carefully
have a look at it (no magnifying glass required). The patterns I’m about to explain or best seen on the
st
blue second class stamp (but equally applicable to the gold 1 class).
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Look at the stamp at an oblique angle (with the glare of the light) to reveal what looks like a
‘watermark’ in the background – a series of wavy lines repeating the words ROYAL MAIL.
Now if you look very carefully on some stamps these words have codes embedded in them. Look to
the top right hand corner just above the centre of the Queen’s crown and you may see the word MTIL
rather than MAIL. This means that the stamp has come from a book of 12 stamps. (A substituted “S”
means from a book of 6). Similarly there is also a date of issue code. One example would be to look to
the left and slightly above the Queen’s eye and instead of the word MAIL you will see MA10 (i.e. 2010
printing). I’ve kept this very simple as there are other codes and year codes and they all appear in
st
nd
slightly different places. The 1 and 2 ‘large’ stamps also have similar coding. There are also varieties
of the security ‘slits’ – the U shaped cuts
I’m sure the late Aubrey Walker who worked in Studd Street would be having a field day on this. I
recently saw a 10p stamp from his collection going for £60 and another item from his estate of a few
1p stamps going for £250.
nd

th

The next Stampex” at Islington will be from 22 to the 25 February 2012. (Free entrance)
Happy hunting.
Doug Fairhurst (Dave’s brother)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------From Frances Carder’s niece
Dear John
I am writing to you with a news and address update. Your member, my Aunt, Miss Frances Carder has
she moved in with family, and following her sister Barbara's death in January she will shortly be living
with me. Frances has quite advanced dementia, and I suggest that you don't send her future issues,
although you could email it here and I could pass on news and greetings if she is having a good day.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In the last issue, I wrote about The Log Burner. For those who are on line, the updated story &
photos are here: http://inspirebte.yuku.com/topic/475/The-Log-Burner-Project and I can report that
the log burner is now in and functional. Toasty!!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Lost & Found
I’ve had two ‘Not Known’ returns of posted out copies of Dave’s Gen, anyone have info on these two?
CR Walker & Alan Almand.
Also I have five out of date email addresses for these; Peter Lawrence, Keith Trevorrow, Robin Coates,
Steve Young, & John Neil. So, if you know how I can contact these people, please let me
know, then, I can send them their email copy of DG.
No longer with us
Roy Thurgood
I received an e-mail from Roy’s cousin, Ian Clark, who informed me that Roy had died on 21st January
2011.
Knowing his passion for sport, Roy would have been so pleased that next year’s Olympics were going
to be on his doorstep. Perhaps somehow, he will be watching. (JT)
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Christmas Meeting 2011

th

The date of the Studd Street Christmas meet up, will be on Thursday 8 December, at the
Wetherspoons pub, the White Swan, in Upper Street, which is about 100 Yards from Highbury and
Islington Station.
They are open early for breakfast, so you can arrive then, and stay all day. Reasonable food, cheap
beer and plenty of room for us to circulate in.
See you there!

Help & Donations
With more of you receiving DG by email, costs are being kept down, but have not gone away, as there
are still 94 recipients on the ‘By Post’ list.
The previous issue cost £75.35 to produce and send out, this one will likely be much the same, and
will have expended nearly all the funds, (at time of printing). So here’s a thought, if any of you with
access to ‘facilities’, would like to become a ‘DG Buddy’ and would be willing to print and post out,
one way or another, (I think you get my drift) to a few people on the ‘By Post’ list, it would help
greatly with finances. Just let me know how many you would like to do, and I’ll send you names &
addresses.
If you have an e-mail account, or access to one, and would like to have Dave’s Gen by this method,
just mail back to davesgen@virginmedia.com with your email address & your name, if it’s not
obvious who you are from the account name. You may send in copy, and also update and make
changes to addresses and telephone numbers, if you wish to, by sending to the same e-mail address.
Alternatively:
My home address is: 17 Parkstone Avenue, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff CF3 5TY Tel. 029 20 777 455
Work: 01443 878 878, although following tradition, I’m still quite often, not at my bench!
Thanks for reading. Please keep in touch, one way or another.
My best regards to you all.
John Tythe
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------Hot news just in!!!
Harry Jenn has asked me to pass on this information
Dear John, I would like you to send this request for signatures as stated below by asking those who
are in countries with a frozen pension and my ex-colleagues in the UK. Please refer to:
http://bit.ly/BritPensions
Regards
Harry
South African Alliance of British Pensioners Distribution Service
Web site: www.byte.co.za/britishpensioners/index.html
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